November 2025

President’s Message

Dear Zontians,

Three of us attended the Zonta District Conference
at Vernon Downs October 17 — 19, and I’m very hap-
py to report that Dianne DiMeo was elected to be
our next District 2 Lt. Governor. She is currently
serving as our Area 2 Director. It was wonderful to
see Zontians from all around the District and to
meet our Zonta International Board Liaison, Souella
Cumming, from the Zonta Club of Wellington, New
Zealand. Our “It’s a Utica Thing” raffle basket was a
hit at the conference Zonta Store and brought in
over $300. We participated in a service project pack-
ing bags of personal items and notes of encourage-
ment for local domestic violence shelters, raised
money for the Zonta Foundation that funds Interna-
tional service projects, advocacy, and scholarships,
and learned more about the upcoming International
Convention that will be held in Vancouver, Canada
next July.
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As we approach another holiday season we have so many things we are
grateful for, but we know there is a lot going on in the world that is affecting
women and girls. Whether it is promoting the “Zonta Says No to Domestic Vi-
olence” campaign during the 16 Days of Activism or participating in other
Zonta advocacy activities; working on service projects to help women in our
local community; putting together baskets, soliciting sponsors, and selling
tickets for our Champagne Brunch to raise funds for education awards; or in-
viting friends to join our club and expand the impact we can make, together
we are Building a Better World for Women and Girls.

Thank you to each of you for making our Zonta Club successful and a special
thank you to the Board and Committee Chairs who make it all possible.

Have a wonderful holiday season!
Claudia

Souella Cumming, our Zonta International Liaison, Our raffle basket at the Zonta Store
presenting at the conference

Service project bags for domestic violence shelters



Zonta Brunch

Our 31st Annual Champagne Brunch will be held on Sunday, April 19th
at Hart’s Hill. We have posted the change of date on our Facebook

page so people don’t think they missed it. We will send out another
Save the Date in January.

Ticket prices will remain $40 and we will sell tables of 10 for $350.

We need to start soliciting sponsorships and ads. We discussed having
3 levels of sponsorship a $1,000 level (8 Tickets to the Brunch and a
full page digital ad), a $500 level (4 tickets to the Brunch and a half
page digital ad) and a $250 level (2 tickets to the Brunch and a half
page digital Ad.) A possible theme will be Honoring/Recognizing
Women. We will firm that up at our next brunch meeting.

We also decided to go back to “Celebrity Waitress/Waiters”. Hopefully
their presence will bring in more guests for the Brunch. We are in the
process of developing a list. It will be sent out to members.

Once again we are asking members to solicit and/or donate 2 baskets
with a minimum value of $50 each. Please let Marianne or Kathi know
the theme of your baskets.

The next Brunch Meeting is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday,
October 12th at 5:30 at Barnes & Noble.

Congratulations

At the District Fall
Conference our own
Dianne DiMeo was
voted in as District 2
Lt. Governor Elect
for the 2026-2028
biennium. She is cur-
rently our Area 2 Di-
rector. Congratula-
tions, Dianne!! We
are so proud of you
and thankful for all
you do for Zonta.



Service News

At our October meeting, members collected personal
hygiene items to support the Women's Fund period pro-
ject. This is our second year contributing to their project.

Zonta Says No to
Violence

During the 16 Days of Ac-
tivism Against Gender
Based Violence, our club
will post information on
social media .International
has suggested focusing on
digital abuse. Individual
members will share “Just
Say No” messages on
their personal social media
accounts. Members also
will wear orange to our No-
vember membership meet-

ing.

Member News

Wishing Marianne Reyn-
olds a speedy recovery
from her hip replace-
ment surgery.

Sending good wishes to
our Zonta sister Jean-
ette Greene. We are
thinking of you and miss
you.
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