
Membership	Dinner	&	Business	
Meeting	

Date:   Wednesday, May 10, 2017 
Time:   6:00 p.m. 
Place:  Shaker Ridge Country Club 
             802 Albany Shaker Road 

 Loudonville, NY 12211 (869-0246) 
 

Directions:  I-87 North to Exit 4. Left on 
Wolf Road. Left on Rt. 151 (Albany Shaker 
Road). Continue on Rt. 151 past Albany 
International Airport.  Turn in at the Hilton 
Garden Suites and the country club road will 
branch off from there. 
 
RSVP By:  Wednesday, May 3, 2017 
           To:  Ann Lala at 456-1779 or  
                  annclala45@gmail.com        
 
Please let Ann know whether you ARE or 
ARE NOT attending. Thanks.   
 
Cost (including tax and tip)…………..$30.00 
 
Selections:  

• Chicken Parmesan 
• Sole Francais 
• Rosemary Roasted Pork Loin 

 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Members are responsible 
for the cost of meals not cancelled at least 
48 hours prior to the dinner. 

 

Program:  Installation of Officers and Board 

	

The	President’s	Column	

Dear Zontians, 

I would like to thank Bridget McGivern, 
teacher and community volunteer, for 
speaking at our annual Student Awards 
dinner meeting.  As usual, all the 
committees chose outstanding awardees 
that represent Zontian ideals.  

We still have Stay-at-Home Gala invites in 
case you haven't sent any out to friends, 
family and colleagues. This is our major 
fundraiser for the year so please consider 
participating.  

We are excited to share that our club will be 
sponsoring a gently-used bra drive for the 
Free the Girls project, https://freethegirls.org 
this Spring with more details to follow.  

As this will be my last President's Column, 
as Patricia Polan takes on the presidency, I 
just wanted to let everyone know how much 
I appreciated their support during this past 
year. I look forward to serving as your Vice-
President for the coming year. 

Sincerely, 

Charlotte Lebron 
 

Board	Meeting	
 
Where: Berkshire Bank Community Room 
  98 Wolf Road, Colonie  
Date:    Wednesday, May 3, 2017 
Time:    6:30 p.m. 
 
All members are welcome.   
 
Please let Charlotte Lebron know if you 
would like to attend the board meeting by 
emailing charlottelebron@gmail.com or by 
text (518) 253-1471.  
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	Birthday	Greetings  

May 2017 
        16       Dolores Schmidt 
        17       Charlotte Gray 
        27       Zonta Club of Albany (1929)  
        28       Ann Gifford 
 
Best Wishes to our Birthday Zontians!!! 
 

 
Thank	You	

Thank you for your many mass cards and 
notes of sympathy on the loss of my two 
brothers this past month.  The kindness of 
our sister Zontians is touching, in fact 
overwhelming.  Words cannot adequately 
express my gratitude.   

Ann Gifford 

Congratulations	
 
Francine Frank has learned that she is one 
of two nominees from Albany County to be 
honored at a luncheon on Tuesday, May 9 
from 11:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. for all nominees 
(2 from each county) as part of Older New 
Yorker's Day. 

 

	Annual	Membership		
			Dues	Are	Due	

 
LAST CALL! 

 PLEASE!!!        PLEASE!!!! 

Pay your 2017-2018 membership dues 
before May 1.  Use the form at the end of 
this newsletter and mail to Pat Ryan. 

 

Service	Activities		
 

HOMELESS FUNDS DISBURSEMENT 
FOR 2016-2017 

 

Rita Cousino and I are announcing that 
$500 will be given to Family Promise of 
Albany and $250 will be given to Schuyler 
Inn Homeless project for the needs of 
women that reside there. 
 
After speaking with Mary Giordano from 
Family Promise, she indicated the need for 
some additional cots for residents to use 
when families are staying at various church 
housing locations.  Each cot costs $145.  
We are buying 3 cots at a total of $435 and 
providing some Stewart’s gas gift cards to 
be used for the Family Promise van.  We 
will make a gift of $500 total to Family 
Promise for these uses. 
 
Schuyler Inn Homeless Shelter provides 
items for women residents when needed.  
Items such as sanitary items, deodorant, 
lotions, body wash, shampoo, etc. are most 
requested and cannot be purchased with 
food stamps.  Because storage is limited, 
we are providing some gift cards ($250) for 
Irene Harbinson to purchase these items to 
keep the personal closet stocked. 
 
These two projects will be a good way to 
help the homeless in our community. 
 
Respectfully   submitted,  
 
Rita   Cousino and Nina Motta, Service Co-
Chairs 
 
 

  CLEANING OUT YOUR  
                                      CLOSET? 
 
St. Paul’s Center is collecting never-used 
and gently-used handbags, jewelry and 
scarves for its July event, “For the Love of 
Bags & Bling.” This event raises money to 
cover the cost to shelter, feed and provide 
support services to homeless mothers and 
their children. A gently-used designer bag 



can raise enough money to cover 6 days of 
shelter and support for a mom.  
  
Last year, over 200 ladies attended and 
more than $9,000 was raised. Scheduled for 
July 25, 5:30-8:30 p.m. at the Zaloga Post 
on Everett Rd. in Albany, “For the Love of 
Bags & Bling” features bags, jewelry and 
scarves for sale between $1 and $75, and 
silent auction and raffle items that also 
include donations from area businesses. 
Music, psychic readings, chair massages, 
blue light specials, 50/50 raffles, light 
appetizers and cash bar are also featured. 
Pre-event tickets are $10 or $15 at the 
door.  
 
For donations or more information, 
contact Tracy Pitcher at 
tpitcher@stpaulscenter.com    or 
518.434.2910, or visit 
www.stpaulscenter.com.  
 

 
SCHUYLER INN 
 
We are very grateful to all Zontians who 
participate in service projects for people 
living at Schuyler Inn.  

Next Event is Slated for a Weekday 
Evening 

Nancy Ost, the new Community Coalition 
contact with Schuyler Inn, and I are talking 
about a weekday event near the dinner hour 
to distribute children's books and $10 gift 
cards to each family.  We are planning to try 
a combination of large and small events 
during the remainder of the year.  

A large summer event, largely organized by 
The Tribe from Congregation Beth Emeth, is 
being discussed. When plans are definite, 
we will send out an update. 

 

Thank you to all Participants in April 2 
Schuyler Inn Party 

After the April 2 party, Judy Cocca, new 
Director of Shelter and Employment 
Services  
at Schuyler Inn, wrote: "I just wanted to 
thank you again for the lovely party for the 
children at the Schuyler Inn!   We are 
hearing wonderful things from all of the 
residents about what a great time it 
was! ”We appreciate all of the April 2 
volunteers.  
 
Thank you to Zonta for $250 in Gift Cards 
to Serve Schuyler Women 
 
Irene Harbison, Schuyler Inn Kids' Club 
Volunteer, wrote to the Zonta Club of 
Albany on April 18:  "Nina Motta just handed 
me $250 of gift cards to support the women 
housing at the Emergency Family Shelter at 
the Schuyler Inn in Menands.  We are SO 
grateful . . . 
 
"With your thoughtful gift we shall purchase 
items the women need:  deodorant, body 
wash, sanitary pads, dry skin lotion, hand 
soap, razors, and laundry soap pods. There 
are often requests for one-of-a-kind items, 
like nail clippers, which we try to get. 
 
"Most of our attention goes to the children…  
so it's really GOOD to have money 
dedicated to the needs of the women!  
Thank you!" 
 
Update on Donations Needed by 
Grassroot Givers to Help Serve Schuyler 
Families 
 
The co-directors at Grassroot Givers, 274 
Washington Avenue, Albany continue to be 
grateful to all who donate gently used items 
to them in the name of Schuyler Inn and to 
all other donors. A new list of the items that 
are particularly needed is attached. 

The organization spends about $5,000 a 
year to outfit families as they leave Schuyler 
Inn to move into permanent housing.  The 
goal is to equip families to prepare food 
(instead of buying take-out meals), so they 



are able to save money to pay rent and 
utility bills. 

Lois	

 

Monday,	May	8,	2017:	
NYS	Coalition	Against	Domestic	

Violence-	
 
Several members from other Zonta clubs, 
such as New Rochelle, will be coming to 
this event. It's a perfect opportunity for our 
club to show our support and add our voices 
for solutions concerning the fact New York 
STILL has the highest demand for domestic 
violence services in the country.	
 
 Legislative Advocacy Day 2017 

When:  Monday May 8, 2017 from 9:30 
              a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Where: Empire State Plaza - Meeting  
              Room 6 - Concourse Level 
              Albany, NY 12242	

 

*** PLEASE SEE THE FLYER 
SEPARATELY ATTACHED WITH THIS 
NEWSLETTER EMAIL   *** 

 

From the Editor–Zontian Newsletter. The 
deadline for the June Zonta newsletter is 
May 17.   Please send   information to 
Louise McColgin at lmccolgi@nycap.rr.com 
or 9 Casey Court, Albany, NY  12205. 
 
 
 
 

 
Photo by Regina Morse 

 
Rita and Sandy get ready for the 
Schenectady Club’s Anniversary Event in 
March! 
 
 

 

Albany Zonta Club Board 
Officers:						Charlotte Lebron, President 
                   Patricia Polan, Vice President 

            Louise McColgin, Secretary                   
Pat Ryan, Treasurer 

Directors:   Erin Apostle 
         Ann Gifford 
                   Doreen LaBlanc  
        Ann Lala   
        Bridget Walsh      
 

 

 

Zonta Mission 
Zonta International is a leading global 

organization of professionals empowering 
women worldwide through service and 

advocacy. 

2015
 

 

 

 

 



ZONTA DUES FOR 2017-2018 
 
 
Please Note: Club payment of dues must be sent to Zonta International and District 2 by 
June 1, at the very latest, with an updated roster of all members.  Dues submitted AFTER 
this date are subject to a $15.00 per person reinstatement or late fee!!!  Save yourself that 
$15 and send your dues in NOW.  Many Thanks.  
 
$115.00 - CLASSIFIED MEMBERS 
Of this amount, $83.00 is for International dues; $15.00 is for District dues and  
$17.00 for our club treasury for operating expenses (the remaining $13.00 club  
dues is subsidized by Zelda Uthe funds) 
 
$100.00 – ELIGIBLE FULLY RETIRED MEMBERS 
As provided in our club bylaws, upon full retirement and after 5 years of active 
membership and service to the club, a member may opt to pay just 50% of the  
club portion of our dues (remaining balance of full dues subsidized by Zelda Uthe  
funds) 
 
PLEASE SEND A CHECK PAYABLE TO ZONTA CLUB OF ALBANY NO LATER THAN MAY 
1, 2017 FOR THE APPROPRIATE DUES AMOUNT WITH THE FORM BELOW TO: 
 

PAT RYAN, ZONTA TREASURER 
 25 GREEN MEADOWS LANE 
 LOUDONVILLE, NY 12211 
          

 
 If you are not planning on remaining a member of Zonta, please let Pat know.  
 

………………………………………………….. …………………………………………… 
 
 
Please return this form with your payment to Zonta Club of Albany for 2017-2018 dues. 
 
 
AMOUNT ENCLOSED                                  $__________ 
 
FOR (Check one) 
  

_____ Classified Member                    _____ Eligible Fully-Retired Member 
 
 
 
NAME_________________________________________  
 
DATE_____________________ 
     
 
 

 
 
 



	

	

	

	

Grassroot	Givers,	a	local	nonprofit	is	partnering	with	Schuyler	Inn	to	provide	basic	necessities	to	families	leaving	
the	shelter	and	moving	into	permanent	housing.			

Please	see	the	list	below	of	like-new,	gently	used	items	being	collected	for	Schuyler	families.			

Location	and	Drop	off	information:		Grassroot	Givers		

																																																																	274	Washington	Avenue	

																																																																	Albany,	NY	12203	

																																																																	Roberta	Sandler	(518)	817-5921		

																																																																	Mary	Partridge-Brown	(518)	542-1276	

																																																																	www.grassrootgivers.org	

Drop	off	hours:		Monday	-	Thursday		10	a.m.	to		2	p.m.	or	by	appointment.		There	is	a	parking	lot	adjacent	to	the	
building	-	pull	in	and	go	to	the	second	door	-	a	volunteer	will	help	unload	your	car.		Grassroot	Givers	is	a	501(c)3,	
tax	receipts	are	provided	upon	request.		Monetary	donations	for	the	Schuyler	Inn	-	Grassroot	Givers	partnership	
should	be	made	payable	to	Grassroot	Givers.		Please	write	"Schuyler	Inn"	in	memo	line.			

Housewares:	

€ Dish	sets		
€ 	Drinking	glasses	and	four	coffee	mugs		

€ Silverware	and	serving	utensils		
€ Pots	&	pans			

€ Coffee	pot,	toaster	Lamps,	both	floor	and	table		
€ Microwave	oven	

€ Home	decorative	items	(mirrors,	pictures,	knick	knacks,	etc.)		

Linens:	

€ Dish	towels,	dish	cloths	
€ Comforter		

€ Pillows	
€ Blankets		

€ Sheets			
€ Towel	set		

€ Shower	curtain	and	liner		

Household	Gift	Bags:			

€ 2-4		rolls	of	paper	towels	

€ 4	-6	rolls	of	toilet	paper	
€ Dish	detergent	

€ Potholder	
€ Laundry	detergent		 

P.O. Box 84, Delmar, NY 12054
274 Washington Avenue, Albany, NY 12203

www.grassrootgivers.org
info@grassrootgivers.org

518.542.1276 (Book Project)
518.817.5921 (Community Store)


